It is a pri vil ege and ple asure to be invited to be gue st editor by my old friend and colleague Dr. Jack L. Pulec. We first met in the mid 1960s at The Otologic Medical Group in Los Angeles where Jack had been one of the fellows and I was receiving my introduction to translabyrinthine and middle fossa surgery. These were exciting day s for otology, which witnessed the de velopment of reconstructive middl e ea r surg ery, stapedia l replacement techniques, and what is now sometimes called skull-base surgery.
Also, the management of Meniere ' s disease was changing with the reintroduction of endolymphatic sac surgery by Bill Hou se, and later by John Shea, David Austin and George Shambaugh, among others.
I became a con vert to this surg ery and still maint ain that , in properly selected cases, it offers the patient an exce lle nt ch ance of long-te rm remission. Regrettably, there is still no absolute cure.
It is not po ssibl e in one volume to examine more than one aspect of Meniere's disease, so I have selected some of the therap euti c options cur rently practiced in Britain, and invited papers from a few of the former Firs t Ass istants or Senior Regi strars from The Royal London Hospital, whom I was privileged to help and who are now established neurotologic surgeons. Gerald Brookes has covered two very different aspects, medical management and vestibular neurectomy; David Moffat has provided a scien-. tific assessme nt of shunt surgery, which I hope will be studied by the skeptics; and Alec O'Connor, help ed by on e of his ass istants, has covered labyrinthectomy and the role of cochlear implantation. Most of us have experience with some of the different perfusion techniques and I regret the omission of this subje ct.
In recent years my interes t in the immunologic and genetic aspects of the disease has continued. I have studied ov er forty families with more than one living member affected. Their DNA and that of man y of their norm al siblings or other relatives has been stored for human genome linkage analysis. A fasci nating finding is the non-M end elian phenomenon of anticipation, whereby with successive generation s the disea se starts at an earl ier age. It is hoped that this work, which is still in progress, will shed some light on predispo sition or even pathogene sis.
For this publication my contribution is a short study on the life and time s of Prosper Meniere, Althou gh I ha ve made pilgrimage s to his gra ve more than once, I am indebted to Jan Stahle for the photograph of his tombston e. Many of his descendants are alive in France and Switzerland , and one of them, a great-, great-, grea t-grandda ughter, hope s to study medicine.
